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JUST GEOFF THE DAY OF PENTECOST
“A time together to remember who we are.”

On May 15, at the only Eucharist of the day, we will remember the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the first disciples, which occurred on
a Jewish festival called “Shavouth” in Hebrew or “Pentecost” in
Greek that literally means “Fiftieth Day” in English.

Pentecost came to be recognized, for Jews, as a memorial day to
the revelation of the “Torah” or “Law,” the giving of the Ten Com-
mandments at Mt. Sinai fifty days after the Israelites were led out of
bondage in Egypt, marking the beginning of what we call the Old PENTECOST SUNDAY !

Covenant. dreamstime.con

The Day of Pentecost is for us the remembrance of the establishment of the New Covenant through the
pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the disciples on the same day the Old Covenant is memorialized.
Pentecost is announced in the Old Testament and celebrated in the New Testament. Both are memorials
to freedom, the first from bondage in Egypt, the second from bondage to sin and death. On the Day of
Pentecost the disciples are set free by God’s power that is at work in them; that is the power of God’s
love.

What then does this day and season mean from an Anglican (Episcopal) perspective, and what makes it
so important for us? Rowan Williams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury expresses this most clearly.
Paraphrasing and quoting him from Tokens of Trust, we can say the following:

When we talk of salvation, we have in mind the whole series of events around Good Friday and Easter,
the cross and the resurrection. Out of this series of events comes the new world, the new creation that
Paul speaks about. The crucifixion establishes God’s presence in the middle of the worst of our world,
followed by a realizing of possibilities. As we realize that the hellish alienation we invite for ourselves is
not enough to crush the eternal love of God, our eyes open to see and grasp how that love remakes us.

When we have done our worst, God remains God—and remains committed to being our God. God was
God even while God in human flesh was dying on the cross. God is God now in the new life of Jesus
raised from death. The resurrection stories say that just as people met God’s absolute love in the face
and physical presence of Jesus of Nazareth, so they still do after the resurrection. Jesus still does what
he always did, calling the disciples, breaking bread with them, opening to them what the Scriptures say.

Continued on page two



Just Geoff from page one

The resurrection displays God’s triumphant love as still and forever having the shape of Jesus,
making God present in His actual presence, His voice, and His touch.

But something is added. According to John’s Gospel, He “breathes into” His disciples His “spirit,”
the breath of His life, so that they become equipped to do what He does and to speak with His voice
to God and to the world. By breathing into the disciples, Jesus sets up a chain of human contact
coming down to our own day, a chain of voices and faces in which Jesus is active. The personal
and direct contact with Jesus that is there before the crucifixion is renewed in the resurrection. It is
then taken to a new level as Jesus equips His friends to take responsibility for Him and His Father,
to be His body in the world. It is the great metaphor of the New Testament. Contact with human
beings who have received the breath of Jesus’ life is contact with Jesus, as specific human beings
pass on the mystery of God to each other across the ages.

This is to say that Christianity is a contact before it is a message. God is at work in the continuing
fellowship of flesh and blood human beings who have received Jesus’ breath in themselves (you
and me). Even at the moments when we are not doing anything specifically Christlike, there is
something to be touched and sensed in the sheer “thereness” of the Christian community. In this
sense, Jesus is not an idea or an image, but a living person who has equipped us, whatever our
individual failings and fears, to take responsibility for His tangible presence in the world.

This witness to each other, this pointing to each other, is what is communicated in the “breath of
Jesus’ life,” in the mysterious agency we call the Holy Spirit. What holds together the community
of Jesus’ friends is this breathing the same air, being enlivened by the same Spirit so that all who
are called into relation with Jesus are at the same time given the capacity to relate to God the
Father as Jesus did.

This means that the life that happens when we breathe the air of God is always life together. Jesus
remakes the people of God, the community of God’s choosing, and He does it by transforming the
whole structure and energy of a shared life that resembles His life. We are held together by a
pattern of mutual giving, and mutual nourishment, and mutual dependence, bestowing life on each
other, renewing humanity in love.

This is who we are and this is why we need to celebrate together on the Day of Pentecost.

Geoffrey+

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, also
known as Ascension Day, Ascension Thursday, or Holy Thursday,
commemorates the bodily Ascension of Jesus into heaven. It is one
of the ecumenical feasts (i.e. universally celebrated) of Christian
churches. Ascension Day is traditionally celebrated on a Thursday,
the 40th day of Easter, although some Christian denominations have
moved the observance to the following Sunday. It is listed in our
church calendar on Sunday, May 8th.

The Latin terms used for the feast, ascensio, and, occasionally,
ascensa, signify that Christ was raised up by His own powers, and it is
from these terms that the holy day gets its name.

Submitted by Ellen Nesbitt
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WHAT’S NEXT AND WHEN IN OUR TRANSITION JOURNEY?

The Vestry and | want you all to know, in the interest of transparency, that plans are
developing to enter vigorously, during the Autumn, into the second stage of the transition
period, in which we explore the core values of the parish, discover what parts of our past
we wish to take forward, and dream about what can realistically be accomplished in the
future.

It is quite an in-depth and expansive enquiry forming the basis of the search criteria, and
will include all who wish to participate and contribute.

More information and the schedule of activities will be available towards the end of the
summer. The Vestry and | hope that everyone will make the time and expend the energy to
participate fully in this process that ensures a successful future for St. Bart’s.

Geoffrey+

ARE WE AS SMART AS A REDWOOD TREE?

A number of years ago, in one of his inspirational writings, my husband Bob wrote a piece
centering around the redwood tree. He explained that we think of the massive redwoods
towering above us in the Redwood Forest and we feel like a speck in a giant world. If you
have been there, you know the feeling! But, he continued, did you know that the giant
redwood does not have that strength on its own? That’s because its roots are very
shallow. For this reason, a redwood does not stand alone. Its roots intertwine with other
redwood tree roots, and together they become strong and remain standing, some more
than a thousand years! By themselves, individually, they are weak, but in community
together, they find their strength.

Are we shallow like a basic redwood tree? Or are we as smart as a redwood tree, reaching
out to share our roots with others? Do we realize that our roots as Christians are strong
only if we join together as a community to share our strengths and our weaknesses? Our
weaknesses are swallowed up by the strength of all of us together. Are we a community
like that? Do we gain strength from each other because we’re basically united by our
Christian roots? Do we feed each other, combining our weaknesses and strengths to make
our strength as a whole?

Look around us. Think about the variations of gifts we see. We may not be able to sing
that beautiful soprano part, but we may be the best seamstress in the church! We may not
be able to cook the church dinner, but we may be a good lector! We may not be able to fix
that broken light fixture, but we may be a great note writer or prayer warrior! Each of us
has a “root” that can be stretched out to others to help make our Christian foundation
strong and towering in its service for God and humankind.

Think about it. Do something about it! Reach out! Let’s spread our roots!

Ellen Nesbitt, Vestry Member
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FAITH IN ACTION
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016

Please meet in the church at 9:00 a.m. to be commissioned to go out into the community
to do service as Christians. If your name is not on a sign-up sheet, you may still join a

group of your choice.
INTERNATIONAL DINNER EVENT
Family Fun Night!

Pentecost / International Dinner Saturday’ May 14! Starting at 6:00 p-m-

Come bring the entire family to this fun family event, which
we have not done in a couple of years. Here’s how it
works. Your family brings an international dish to share.
Please make a little sign naming your dish and the country
it is from. The more families that attend, the more interest-
ing food we will have. Parish Life will furnish beverages.
We plan to have a DJ with music and a magician for enter-
tainment. There will be a love offering taken to help offset
the cost.

Wear your RED to this
celebration!

Food—Fun—Games

Sign up in the Parish Hall to bring your favorite
Fellowship!

International dish!

SIMPLE GIFTS PRAISE BAND MARK YOUR CALENDARS

CONCERT ON THE HILL May 22, 2016 6:30 p.m.

The Simple Gifts Praise Band and members of the St. Bart’s Youth
Band cordially invite you to a fun concert on the hill between the
Church and the Fr. David F.O. Thompson Ministry Center.

Please feel free to bring your folding chairs, blankets, and picnic
snacks (Chastain Park style) and enjoy Praise Music, Bluegrass, and
some secular songs we all know and love to sing. Please also invite
your friends for an evening of music. We are looking forward to seeing everyone “on the
hill.”

Thank you to each and every person who participated in the musical offerings during Holy Week
and Easter. | am still excited about all the music that was sung and played during the week, as well
as the participation of the parish. Being a part of these wonderful, hard-working musicians is an
honor, and | am excited to work with each and every one of you. Thank you all for all you do!

Bart Black, Choir Minister
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FOLLOWING JESUS B
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

—

COMING JUNE 13th to 16th
Jdoin Bhe Cave Quest Gedwm ds yse
Gear Up for UBS 2016

~. HELP MAKE
= THIS YEAR

THE BEST
VBS EVER!

LOOKING FOR A CRAZY ADVENTURE?
COME JOIN THE TEAM FOR AN AWESOME VBS !

IF YOU LOVE CHILDREN
LOVE TO HAVE FUN
...Then YOU belong on the CAVE QUEST TEAM !
SIGN UP TODAY! YOU are needed to make this year’s VBS the best!
June 13—16  6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.

VBS help is needed! In order to pro-
vide a wonderful Bible School for our
children and children of the communi-
ty, monetary donations are needed. If
you would like to help with this, please
place your donation in the offering
plate earmarked for VBS. The chil-
dren will appreciate all of your gener-
osity. For more information contact
Terrie Lehi at 803-279-4622 x205 or
e-mail at christianed@saintbart.org Scroll 5




VESTRY SUMMARY FROM MARCH 20, 2016
By Ellen Nesbitt, Vestry Reporter

VOLUNTEERS. Vestry members volunteered for resp
year .

VESTRY LIAISON TO COMMITTEES. Ther e was a recommendatio
persons to relate to the various church comm
and from the Vestry and committee membership

CELEBRATION FUND PROPOSAL. A suggestion was made by
establish a restricted Celebration Fund for
as birthdays, anniversaries, and as memori al
choices through restricted funds, it was rec
members, that we continue with the current p
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FOR NORTH AUGUSTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

The Vestry made a motion to continue the ann
fee, with a vote of approval of all Vestry m

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE UPDATE.

1 The Vestry approved a motion to accept the
November 2015 Financial Audit (St. Barthol o
1 The Vestry approved a motion to accept the
AProtocols, Authorizations, and Expectation
1 Yedrmate Financi al Update through February:
revenue. Expenses and building on track.
9 I Analysis Review Project: Review of the ct
recommendati ons wil | be made to provide pot

FISH FRY UPDATE. Aver age sales were 100 plates for
wi || be used toward migsesnieammst.i o mlaresden gw as oo
service participation.

INTERIM RECTOR REPORT.

f There was review of the Parochi al Report, a
national church. The Vestry approved a mot
9 There wildl be a future Vestry retreat at St
review of the prior six months as this retr

1 Good congregational response to the Yes 3 P
March 20t h.
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COMMUNITY MINISTRY OF NORTH AUGUSTA
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FROM THE VESTRY

Please share your comments or concerns with the Vestry.
4622, ext. 310, or by e-mail at Vestry@saintbart.org.
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Contact us by voice mail at 803-279-

Donna Butler
Erin Redwood
Jaime Koharchik

BIRTHDAY PRAYER 11 Noah Beym
Oh God, our times are in your 11 Haidyn Hutto
hand. Look with favor, we pray, 11 Ken Krucina
on your servants as they begin 19 Darlene Whitaker
another year. Grant that they 21 Kuleigh Baker
may grow in wisdom and grace, 21 Paul Whitaker
and strengthen their trust in your 22 Michael Bowen
goodness all the days of their 22 Kim Vickers
lives, through Jesus Christ, our 23  Ken Gibbs
Lord. —Amen. 23 PatKotti

MAY BIRTHDAYS 24 FEric Sisk

1 Bill Jopling 25 Kerl.Kruclna
1 Robin Petry 26 Dedl. McLane
1 Cooper Thompson 27 Abbi McCurry
3 Molly Campbell 31 Janet Hardy
4 Peyton Cooper 31 Joye McCt.lrry
4 Florence Ussery 31 Jose Santiago
5
6
8
9

10 Dawson Hutto

Azalee Linyard
IN YOUR WILL.

PLEASE REMEMBER
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S

ANNIVERSARY PRAYER

Eternal God, look with favor on your servants. Grant
that their wills may be so knit together in your will,
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may grow in
love and peace with you and one another all the
days of their life. Amen.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
9 Derve & Dolores Tyler
26 Dan & Joye McCurry
26 Steve & Anne Zboran
28 Randall & Angela Jenkins

Scroll Editor:
Assistants:

Ellen Nesbitt
Marianna Simmons
Kay Bryden and the Elves

Please submit articles by the 20th of the
month by e-mail to RandENesbitt@aol.com
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~ PLEASE JOIN US ON
°% % FUESBAY, MAY 17 at”

2:00 p.m.

IN THE PARISH HALL
AT ST. BART’S
For Our Monthly Meeting.

All caregivers are welcome.

Co-facilitators

Margaret Kopp 706-836-6940
Dolores Tyler Dolores.asg@gmail.com
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